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Educational Resource: This guide provides general legal information and does not constitute legal advice.

Understanding Big Rig Accidents
Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get the
justice you deserve.

Find a Qualified Attorney Now
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Accidents involving big rigs, or semi-trucks, can be devastating due to the sheer size and weight of
these vehicles. A collision with a big rig can result in serious injuries, extensive property damage, and
high medical expenses. If you or a loved one has been involved in such an accident in Fort Worth,
it's crucial to understand your legal rights and options. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of big rig accident claims, the importance of hiring an attorney, and the steps you should
take following an accident.
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Common Causes of Big Rig Accidents

Understanding the common causes of big rig accidents can help in determining liability and
strengthening your claim. Some prevalent causes include:

* Driver Fatigue: Truck drivers often work long hours, leading to exhaustion and impaired
judgment.

» Excessive Speed: Some drivers may exceed speed limits to meet tight delivery schedules,
increasing the risk of accidents.

» Improper Maintenance: Big rigs require regular maintenance; failing to address mechanical
issues can lead to dangerous situations.

* Poor Weather Conditions: Rain, snow, and fog can impact visibility and road traction, making
driving hazardous.

* Distracted Driving: Texting, talking on the phone, or other distractions can lead to devastating
accidents.

Why You Need a Big Rig Accident Attorney in Fort Worth

When you're involved in a big rig accident, navigating the aftermath can be overwhelming. Here's
why hiring an experienced attorney is essential:

» Knowledge of Laws: Truck accident laws can be complex and vary by state. An attorney will
be familiar with local regulations and ensure your rights are protected.

* Negotiation Skills: Insurance companies often aim to minimize payouts. A skilled attorney will
negotiate on your behalf to secure a fair settlement.

» Evidence Gathering: An attorney can gather critical evidence, including accident reports,
witness statements, and medical records, that support your case.
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* Litigation Experience: If your case goes to trial, having an attorney with litigation experience
can significantly impact the outcome.

Steps to Take After a Big Rig Accident

Knowing the right steps to take immediately following an accident can safeguard your health and
strengthen your case:

1. Ensure Safety: Move to a safe location and check for injuries. Call 911 if anyone needs
medical assistance.

2. Document the Scene: Take photos of the scene, vehicle damage, and any visible injuries.
This documentation will be valuable for your claim.

3. Exchange Information: Collect contact and insurance information from the truck driver and
any witnesses.

4. Report the Accident: Contact the local authorities to report the accident and ensure an official
report is made.

5. Seek Medical Attention: Even if you feel fine, see a doctor for a thorough examination to rule
out any hidden injuries.

6. Contact a Big Rig Accident Attorney: As soon as possible, consult with an attorney who
specializes in truck accidents to discuss your case.

What to Expect During the Legal Process

Understanding the legal process can alleviate some of the anxiety that comes with pursuing a claim.
Here’s what you can generally expect:

« Initial Consultation: Most attorneys offer a free consultation where you discuss the details of
your accident and potential legal options.

* Investigation: Your attorney will conduct a thorough investigation, gathering all pertinent
evidence to build your case.

* Negotiation: Your attorney will negotiate with insurance companies to work towards a fair
settlement without going to trial.

* Litigation (if necessary): If an agreement cannot be reached, your case may go to trial,
where your attorney will represent you in court.

Determining Liability in Big Rig Accidents

Establishing liability in big rig accidents can be complex. Multiple parties may share responsibility,
including:

» The Truck Driver: If the driver was negligent, they may be held liable for the accident.
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* The Trucking Company: Companies can be held responsible for their drivers' actions,
especially if they violated safety regulations.

* Truck Manufacturers: If vehicle malfunction or defect contributed to the accident,
manufacturers may be liable.

» Other Drivers: Sometimes other drivers on the road contribute to the accident through their
negligence.

Compensation You Might Be Entitled To

If you're involved in a big rig accident and file a claim, you may be entitled to various forms of
compensation:

» Medical Expenses: Coverage for current and future medical bills related to the accident.

» Lost Wages: Compensation for income lost due to injuries resulting from the accident.

* Pain and Suffering: Compensation for physical pain and emotional distress experienced
because of the accident.

* Property Damage: Reimbursement for damages to your vehicle or other personal property.

The Importance of Timely Action

There is a statute of limitations for filing a personal injury claim in Texas, typically two years from the
date of the accident. Delaying legal action can jeopardize your chance of receiving compensation.
Therefore, it's crucial to act promptly and consult with a qualified big rig accident attorney in Fort
Worth as soon as possible.

Finding the Right Attorney for Your Case

Choosing the right attorney is critical to the success of your case. Consider the following when
selecting a big rig accident attorney:

» Experience: Look for an attorney with experience in handling truck accident cases specifically.

* Reputation: Research online reviews and testimonials from previous clients to gauge their
satisfaction.

* Communication: Choose an attorney who communicates clearly and promptly about your
case status.

* Resources: Ensure that the attorney has the resources to conduct a thorough investigation
and build a strong case.

Conclusion

Being involved in a big rig accident can be overwhelming, but you don't have to face it alone. An
experienced big rig accident attorney in Fort Worth can provide you with the guidance and support
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necessary to navigate the legal system. By understanding your rights and working with a trusted
attorney, you can seek the compensation you deserve for your injuries and losses. Don't delay—
reach out to a qualified attorney today to discuss your case and take the first steps toward recovery.

FutureStarr Legal Team
About the Author: The FutureStarr Legal Team

With decades of experience in truck accident litigation, our team provides data-driven insights to help
victims navigate their claims and secure the compensation they deserve.
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