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Understand your right to sue a trucking company for negligence.

Learn about key regulations like FMCSA guidelines.

Discover what evidence is critical for your claim.

Gain insights on potential damages you can recover.

Navigate the legal process with confidence.

Introduction

Every year, thousands of individuals suffer from devastating injuries due to accidents with large

commercial trucks. If you or a loved one find yourself in such a predicament, you may be wondering:

"Can I sue a trucking company for negligence?" The answer is often yes, but comprehending the

legal landscape is crucial to pursuing a successful claim.
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In this guide, we will delve into the key aspects of filing a negligence lawsuit against a trucking

company. From understanding liability and gathering evidence to identifying applicable laws and

calculating damages, this article will equip you with the knowledge you need to navigate this complex

process.

Understanding Liability in Trucking Accidents

Who Can Be Held Liable?

Truck accidents often involve multiple parties, any of whom could be found liable for negligence.

These parties include:

The truck driver

The trucking company

Vehicle maintenance providers

Parts manufacturers

Loading personnel

The Role of FMCSA Regulations

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) establishes regulations that trucking

companies and drivers must follow, found under 49 CFR Parts 300-399. Violations of these

regulations can be powerful evidence of negligence. Examples include:

Hours of Service Rules (49 CFR Part 395)

Driver Qualification Requirements (49 CFR Part 391)

Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance Standards (49 CFR Part 396)

Gathering Evidence for Your Claim

Types of Critical Evidence

Documentation and evidence are the bedrock of any successful negligence claim against a trucking

company. You should gather the following:

Accident reports

Driver logs

Maintenance records
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Witness statements

Black box data

Preserving Evidence

Evidence can be lost or destroyed over time, intentionally or unintentionally. It’s vital to act quickly to

preserve evidence. Engaging a legal professional early can help prevent spoliation of evidence.

Assessing Damages

Types of Damages You Can Recover

Damages in a trucking accident lawsuit can be extensive and include both economic and non-

economic damages such as:

Medical bills

Lost wages

Pain and suffering

Loss of consortium

Property damage

Punitive Damages

In cases where the trucking company or driver’s conduct is found to be egregiously negligent or

malicious, punitive damages may also be awarded as a means to punish the wrongdoer and deter

similar behavior.

Navigating the Legal Process

Filing Your Lawsuit

There are stringent timelines known as statutes of limitations within which you must file your claim.

Missing these deadlines can prevent you from ever bringing a lawsuit. Consulting with an attorney

promptly ensures your case adheres to these legal timeframes.
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The Importance of Legal Representation

Truck accident cases often involve complex investigations and negotiations with powerful insurance

companies. An experienced attorney is crucial in handling these aspects to safeguard your rights and

maximize your compensation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What if I am partially at fault for the accident?

Liability may be shared in some jurisdictions through a system known as comparative negligence. In

such systems, you can still recover damages even if you are partially at fault, though your

compensation may be reduced by your percentage of fault.

Do I sue the driver or the trucking company?

This can depend on your specific case. Often both parties are sued, especially if the company can be

shown to have been negligent in hiring, training, or supervising the driver, or in maintaining the truck.

What should I do immediately after a trucking accident?

Seek medical attention immediately, even if you feel fine. Report the accident to the police, document

the scene if it is safe, and avoid making any statements to insurance companies before consulting an

attorney.

Legal Disclaimer: The information provided in this article is for educational purposes only and does

not constitute legal advice. Every truck accident case is unique. Contact a qualified attorney for

advice regarding your specific situation. No attorney-client relationship is formed by reading this blog.
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How to use this guide

This content is educational and helps readers understand common truck-accident claim issues. It is

not legal advice.
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