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Educational Resource: This guide provides general legal information and does not constitute legal advice.

Understanding Commercial Truck Accidents

In the bustling city of San Antonio, the presence of commercial trucks is a common sight. These large
vehicles play an essential role in transporting goods, but their size and weight also make them a
significant risk on the road. When accidents involving commercial trucks occur, the consequences
can be devastating, resulting in serious injuries or even fatalities.

Why You Need a Commercial Truck Accident Lawyer

If you or a loved one has been involved in a commercial truck accident, hiring an experienced lawyer
is crucial. Here are some reasons why:

» Complexity of Cases: Commercial truck accidents often involve multiple parties including the
driver, the trucking company, and vehicle manufacturers. A lawyer can navigate these
complexities.

» Expertise in Trucking Laws: Trucking regulations are different from regular vehicle laws. A
skilled lawyer understands the specific laws that govern commercial vehicles.

* Maximizing Compensation: A lawyer will help you gather necessary evidence and build a
compelling case to ensure you receive fair compensation for your losses.

Common Causes of Commercial Truck Accidents

Understanding the causes of truck accidents can help victims and their families in their legal pursuits.
Common causes include:

* Driver Fatigue: Long hours on the road can lead to drowsy driving, increasing the risk of
accidents.

* Distracted Driving: Texting, eating, or using in-cab devices can divert the driver's attention
from the road.

» Improper Maintenance: Trucks require regular maintenance, and neglect can lead to
mechanical failures.

» Speeding: Many drivers exceed speed limits, especially when trying to meet tight delivery
schedules.

» Substance Abuse: Unfortunately, some drivers may operate under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.
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What to Do After a Truck Accident

Immediate action following a truck accident is vital for your safety and your legal case. Here are
steps you should take:

1. Ensure Safety: Check for injuries and remove yourself from danger if possible.

2. Call Emergency Services: Report the accident and request medical assistance.

3. Document the Scene: Take photos of the accident scene, vehicle damage, and any visible
injuries.

4. Gather Information: Collect names, contact information, and insurance details from all parties
involved.

5. Seek Medical Attention: Even if you feel fine, see a doctor as symptoms can develop later.

6. Contact a Lawyer: Consult with a commercial truck accident lawyer as soon as possible.

How a Lawyer Can Help Your Case
An experienced commercial truck accident lawyer will:

* Investigate the Accident: They will gather evidence, interview witnesses, and assess the
accident scene to establish liability.

* Negotiate with Insurance Companies: Lawyers will handle communication and negotiations
with insurance adjusters to pursue optimal settlements.

* Represent You in Court: If a fair settlement cannot be reached, your lawyer will represent you
during legal proceedings.

* Provide Guidance: They will help you understand your rights and the legal processes ahead.

Choosing the Right Commercial Truck Accident Lawyer in San Antonio

Selecting the right attorney is crucial for your case’s success. Here are some tips:

» Experience: Look for attorneys who specialize in commercial truck accidents and have a solid
track record.

* Client Testimonials: Read reviews or testimonials from former clients to gauge their
satisfaction levels.

« Initial Consultation: Many lawyers offer free consultations. Use this opportunity to ask
guestions and assess their approach.

* Fees: Understand their fee structure, including whether they work on a contingency basis
where you only pay if you win.
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Compensation You May Be Entitled To
If you've been injured in a truck accident, you may be eligible for various types of compensation:

» Medical Expenses: Recovery of costs for medical treatment, rehabilitation, and future medical
care.

» Lost Wages: Compensation for lost income due to inability to work during recovery.

 Pain and Suffering: Damages for physical pain and emotional suffering caused by the
accident.

* Property Damage: Compensation for repairs or replacement of your vehicle and other
personal belongings.

» Wrongful Death Claims: If a loved one has died due to the accident, you may be entitled to
additional compensation.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)
1. How long do | have to file a claim after a truck accident?

In Texas, the statute of limitations generally allows you two years from the date of the accident to file
a personal injury claim.

2. What if | was partially at fault for the accident?

Texas follows a modified comparative negligence rule, meaning you can still recover damages even
if you are partially at fault, as long as your percentage of fault is under 51%.

3. How much does hiring a truck accident lawyer cost?

Most personal injury lawyers work on a contingency fee basis, which means they only get paid if you
win your case.

Conclusion

Being involved in a commercial truck accident can significantly impact your life. It is essential to have
the right support during such a challenging time. A skilled commercial truck accident lawyer in San
Antonio will not only help you navigate the legal landscape but also fight for the compensation you
deserve. If you or someone you know has been affected by a truck accident, reach out to a qualified
attorney today to protect your rights and secure a brighter future.
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