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* Conclusion

Truck accidents involving 18-wheelers can lead to severe injuries, significant property damage, and
emotional trauma. If you or a loved one has been involved in an 18-wheeler wreck, understanding
the average lawsuit settlement can help you navigate the complexities of the legal process. This
comprehensive guide will explore the factors affecting settlements, provide actionable steps to take
after an accident, and outline state-specific nuances you should consider when pursuing a claim.

What is an 18-Wheeler Accident?
Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get the
justice you deserve.
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An 18-wheeler accident refers to a collision involving a large truck, commonly known as a semi-truck
or tractor-trailer, that typically has 18 wheels. These vehicles are often involved in transporting goods
across long distances and can weigh up to 80,000 pounds when fully loaded. Due to their size and
weight, accidents involving 18-wheelers can result in catastrophic injuries and substantial property
damage.

Factors Influencing Average Lawsuit Settlements

Determining the average settlement for an 18-wheeler accident can be complex, as various factors
come into play:

1. Severity of Injuries

The extent of injuries sustained in the accident significantly impacts the settlement amount. Common
injuries in truck accidents include:

» Traumatic brain injuries
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* Spinal cord injuries

* Fractures and broken bones
« Internal injuries

» Burns and lacerations

Severe injuries often result in higher medical expenses, longer recovery times, and increased pain
and suffering, all of which can lead to larger settlements.

2. Medical Expenses
Medical bills can accumulate quickly after an accident. Factors that contribute to these costs include:

* Emergency room visits

* Surgeries

» Rehabilitation and physical therapy
* Long-term care needs

It's essential to keep detailed records of all medical expenses, as they will play a crucial role in
determining the settlement amount.

3. Lost Wages

If your injuries prevent you from working, you may be entitled to compensation for lost wages. This
includes:

* Past lost earnings
* Future earning potential

The more substantial the impact on your ability to earn, the higher the potential settlement.
4. Pain and Suffering

Pain and suffering refers to the physical pain and emotional distress experienced due to the
accident. Factors that may influence this include:

» The duration of pain
* Impact on daily life
* Emotional trauma

Calculating pain and suffering can be subjective, but it is often included in settlement negotiations.
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5. Liability

The determination of fault in the accident is crucial. If the truck driver or trucking company is found
liable, the settlement amount may increase. Factors affecting liability include:

* Traffic violations

* Driver fatigue

* Improper maintenance

« Violation of trucking regulations

Gathering evidence such as police reports, withess statements, and expert testimonies can
strengthen your case.

6. Insurance Coverage

The amount of insurance coverage held by the trucking company can also impact the settlement.
Large trucking companies typically carry higher liability limits, which may lead to larger settlements
compared to smaller operators.

Average Settlement Amounts for 18-Wheeler Accidents

While it's difficult to pinpoint an exact average settlement amount for 18-wheeler accidents due to the
variables involved, estimates suggest that settlements can range from:

 $15,000 to $50,000 for minor injuries
* $50,000 to $200,000 for moderate injuries
» $200,000 to $1 million or more for severe injuries or wrongful death cases

These amounts can vary significantly based on the factors discussed above, as well as the
jurisdiction in which the accident occurred.

Steps to Take After an 18-Wheeler Accident

Taking the right steps immediately following an accident can help protect your rights and strengthen
your case. Here are actionable steps to follow:

1. Ensure Safety

First and foremost, check for injuries and ensure the safety of all involved. Move to a safe location if
possible and call emergency services.
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2. Document the Scene
Gather evidence at the accident scene, including:

» Photographs of the vehicles involved
» Damage to property

» Road conditions and signage

» Witness contact information

Detailed documentation can be invaluable when filing a claim.
3. Seek Medical Attention

Even if you feel fine, it's crucial to see a doctor. Some injuries may not be immediately apparent.
Obtaining a medical evaluation will create a record of your injuries and treatment.

4. Report the Accident

Contact your insurance company to report the accident. Provide them with the facts of the case, but
avoid admitting fault or discussing specifics about your injuries at this stage.

5. Consult with a Personal Injury Attorney

Hiring an experienced personal injury attorney who specializes in truck accidents can greatly
enhance your chances of receiving a fair settlement. They can help you navigate the complexities of
your case, gather evidence, and negotiate with insurance companies.

6. Keep Records
Maintain detailed records of:

» Medical treatments and expenses

 Time lost from work

e Communications with insurance companies
» Any other expenses related to the accident

These records will support your claim and help your attorney in negotiations.

State-Specific Nuances to Consider

Each state has unique laws and regulations that can affect your truck accident claim. Here are some
state-specific considerations:
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1. Statute of Limitations

The statute of limitations dictates the time frame within which you must file a lawsuit. This varies by

state, typically ranging from one to six years. For example:

* California: 2 years
» Texas: 2 years
* New York: 3 years

Missing this deadline can result in losing your right to compensation.
2. Comparative Negligence Laws

In some states, comparative negligence laws determine how fault is assessed and how it impacts
settlements. For instance:

» Modified Comparative Negligence: If you are found to be 51% or more at fault, you may be
barred from recovering damages (e.g., Texas).

» Pure Comparative Negligence: You can recover damages regardless of your fault percentage
(e.g., California).

3. Insurance Requirements

Each state has different requirements for minimum insurance coverage for truck drivers.
Understanding these can help you gauge the potential for recovery:

» Some states require higher liability limits for commercial vehicles.
* Failure to meet these requirements may affect claims against the trucking company.

Conclusion

Understanding the average lawsuit settlement for 18-wheeler wrecks involves considering various
factors, including the severity of injuries, medical expenses, and state-specific laws. By taking the
right steps after an accident and consulting with a qualified personal injury attorney, you can
maximize your chances of receiving fair compensation for your injuries and losses. Remember, every
case is unique, and having the right legal guidance can make all the difference in navigating the
complexities of your claim.

If you or a loved one has been involved in an 18-wheeler accident, don't hesitate to seek legal
assistance. The road to recovery can be challenging, but you don’t have to face it alone.

FutureStarr Legal Team
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About the Author: The FutureStarr Legal Team

With decades of experience in truck accident litigation, our team provides data-driven insights to help
victims navigate their claims and secure the compensation they deserve.
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