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State-Specific Nuances in Truck Accident Law

Common Defenses Against Fatigue Violations

Conclusion

Truck accidents can lead to devastating consequences, particularly when they involve commercial

vehicles operated by fatigued drivers. Fatigue is a significant factor contributing to many truck

accidents, and understanding the legal landscape surrounding fatigue violations is crucial for victims

seeking justice. This guide will provide an in-depth look into commercial truck fatigue violations, the

role of attorneys, and actionable steps for those affected by these incidents.
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What Are Commercial Truck Fatigue Violations?

Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get the

justice you deserve.

Find a Qualified Attorney Now
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Conclusion

Commercial truck fatigue violations occur when truck drivers operate their vehicles while excessively

tired, leading to a higher risk of accidents. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)

has established regulations to combat driver fatigue, chiefly through Hours of Service (HOS) rules.

These regulations dictate how long a driver can operate a commercial vehicle and the necessary rest

periods required to ensure safety.
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Hours of Service Regulations

The FMCSA’s HOS regulations are designed to prevent fatigue-related accidents by limiting the

number of hours a driver can work. Key components include:

Maximum Driving Time: Drivers may not drive more than 11 hours after 10 consecutive hours

off duty.

14-Hour Limit: Drivers cannot drive after being on duty for 14 hours, even if they have not

reached their 11-hour driving limit.

30-Minute Break: Drivers must take a 30-minute break after 8 hours of driving.

Weekly Limits: Drivers must take at least 34 consecutive hours off duty after working 60/70

hours in 7/8 consecutive days.

Violating these regulations can lead to serious consequences for drivers and trucking companies,

including fines and increased liability in the event of an accident.

The Impact of Fatigue on Driving

Fatigue can severely impair a driver's ability to operate a vehicle safely. It can affect reaction times,

decision-making abilities, and overall awareness on the road. Key statistics highlight the seriousness

of this issue:

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), drowsy driving was

responsible for approximately 91,000 crashes in 2017.

Fatigued drivers are three times more likely to be involved in an accident than well-rested

drivers.

Commercial truck drivers are particularly vulnerable due to the demanding nature of their work

schedules.

Legal Implications of Fatigue Violations

If a truck driver is found to have violated HOS regulations and caused an accident due to fatigue,

several legal implications arise:

Negligence: A driver or their employer may be deemed negligent if they fail to adhere to HOS

regulations, leading to an accident.

Liability: Both the driver and the trucking company can be held liable for damages resulting

from an accident caused by fatigue.

Compensation: Victims may be entitled to compensation for medical expenses, lost wages,

pain and suffering, and other damages.
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Steps to Take After a Truck Accident Involving Fatigue

If you or a loved one has been involved in a truck accident that you suspect was caused by driver

fatigue, it’s essential to take immediate and informed action:

1. Seek Medical Attention

Your health and safety should always be the top priority. Even if you feel fine, it’s crucial to seek

medical evaluation, as some injuries may not be immediately apparent.

2. Document the Scene

Gather evidence at the accident scene. Take photographs of:

The vehicles involved

The surrounding area

Any visible injuries

Traffic signs or signals

3. Collect Witness Information

If there were witnesses to the accident, obtain their contact information. Their accounts may be

valuable in establishing the circumstances surrounding the crash.

4. Report the Accident

Contact the local authorities to report the accident. An official police report can be critical in any legal

proceedings that follow.

5. Preserve Evidence

Keep all evidence related to the accident, including:

Medical records

Repair estimates for vehicles

Any correspondence with insurance companies

6. Consult a Truck Accident Attorney

Engaging a knowledgeable truck accident attorney is one of the most crucial steps you can take. An

attorney specializing in commercial truck accidents can help you navigate the complexities of the law

and fight for your rights.
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Choosing the Right Attorney for Your Case

When seeking an attorney to handle your truck accident case, consider the following:

Experience: Look for an attorney with specific experience in handling truck accident cases,

particularly those involving fatigue violations.

Reputation: Research online reviews and testimonials from former clients to gauge their

satisfaction.

Communication: Choose an attorney who communicates clearly and promptly throughout the

legal process.

Contingency Fees: Many personal injury attorneys work on a contingency fee basis, meaning

you only pay if you win your case.

State-Specific Nuances in Truck Accident Law

While federal regulations govern truck driving, individual states may have additional laws that impact

truck accident cases. Here are some examples of state-specific nuances:

California

California follows a comparative negligence standard, which means that if you are partially at fault for

the accident, your compensation may be reduced by your percentage of fault.

Texas

In Texas, there is also a comparative negligence rule. However, there’s a cap on non-economic

damages in personal injury cases, which can impact compensation for pain and suffering.

Florida

Florida is a no-fault state, meaning that drivers must carry personal injury protection (PIP) insurance.

This can complicate claims against a truck driver or trucking company, as you may first need to seek

compensation from your own insurance.

Common Defenses Against Fatigue Violations

When pursuing a case involving fatigue violations, be prepared for potential defenses that may be

raised by the trucking company or driver:

Driver Error: The defense may argue that the driver was not fatigued at the time of the

accident.

Mechanical Failure: They may claim that a mechanical failure, unrelated to fatigue, caused

the accident.
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Contributory Negligence: The defense may assert that the accident was partially your fault,

which could reduce your potential compensation.

Conclusion

Commercial truck fatigue violations pose a significant risk on our roadways, leading to serious

accidents and injuries. Understanding the legal framework surrounding these violations is crucial for

victims seeking justice. By taking the appropriate steps after an accident and consulting with an

experienced attorney, you can fight for the compensation you deserve.

If you or someone you love has been involved in a truck accident, don’t hesitate to reach out for legal

assistance. The road to recovery can be challenging, but you don’t have to navigate it alone.

About the Author: The FutureStarr Legal Team

With decades of experience in truck accident litigation, our team provides data-driven insights to help

victims navigate their claims and secure the compensation they deserve.
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