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Your Comprehensive Guide to Hours of Service Violations and Legal

Representation

When it comes to truck accidents, understanding the regulations governing commercial drivers is

crucial. One significant aspect is the Hours of Service (HOS) regulations, which are designed to

prevent fatigue-related accidents. If you or a loved one has been involved in a truck accident

potentially linked to HOS violations, seeking legal representation from an experienced lawyer can

make all the difference. In this guide, we will explore what HOS violations are, how they affect truck

accidents, and the steps you can take to seek justice.

Understanding Hours of Service Regulations

Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get the

justice you deserve.
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The Hours of Service regulations are federal rules established by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Administration (FMCSA) to ensure that commercial drivers take adequate rest breaks. These rules

are essential for maintaining safety on the roads, as fatigue can significantly impair a driver's ability

to operate a vehicle safely.

Key HOS Regulations

Property-Carrying Drivers:

Maximum driving time: 11 hours after 10 consecutive hours off duty.

14-hour window: Drivers cannot drive beyond 14 hours after coming on duty, following

10 consecutive hours off.

Rest breaks: Drivers must take a 30-minute break after 8 hours of driving.

Weekly limits: Drivers cannot drive more than 60 hours in 7 days or 70 hours in 8 days,

depending on the schedule.

Passenger-Carrying Drivers:

Maximum driving time: 10 hours after 8 consecutive hours off duty.
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14-hour window: Same as property-carrying drivers.

Rest breaks: Similar requirements as property-carrying drivers.

These regulations can vary slightly by state, so it’s essential to be aware of local laws in addition to

federal regulations. For instance, some states may impose stricter limits on driving hours or

additional requirements for rest periods.

Why HOS Violations Matter in Truck Accidents

When a truck driver violates HOS regulations, it can lead to severe accidents. Fatigue can slow

reaction times, impair judgment, and lead to dangerous driving behaviors such as swerving or falling

asleep at the wheel. If an accident occurs as a result of an HOS violation, the consequences can be

devastating for all parties involved.

Common Types of HOS Violations

Driving without taking the required rest breaks.

Exceeding the maximum driving hours allowed.

Failing to maintain accurate logbooks or electronic logging devices (ELDs).

Operating a vehicle after exceeding the 14-hour duty period.

The Role of a Lawyer in HOS Violation Cases

If you find yourself involved in a truck accident that may involve HOS violations, hiring an

experienced truck accident lawyer is crucial. Here are some reasons why:

Legal Expertise

Truck accident cases can be complex, involving multiple parties, including the driver, trucking

company, and insurance providers. A lawyer with experience in HOS violations will understand the

intricacies of the law and how to navigate them effectively.

Evidence Gathering

Proving an HOS violation requires thorough investigation and evidence collection. Your lawyer can

help gather crucial evidence, such as:

Driver's logbooks and ELD data.

Witness statements.

Truck maintenance records.

Accident scene analysis.
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Negotiation Skills

Insurance companies often seek to minimize payouts. A skilled lawyer can negotiate on your behalf,

ensuring that you receive fair compensation for your injuries, lost wages, and other damages.

Steps to Take After a Truck Accident

If you are involved in a truck accident, it’s crucial to take immediate action to protect your rights. Here

are the essential steps to follow:

1. Ensure Safety

First and foremost, check for injuries and ensure that everyone is safe. If necessary, call for medical

assistance immediately.

2. Document the Scene

Gather as much information as possible about the accident:

Take photos of the accident scene, including vehicle damage and road conditions.

Collect contact information from witnesses.

Document license plate numbers and insurance details of all involved vehicles.

3. Report the Accident

Notify the police about the accident. A police report can be an essential piece of evidence in your

case.

4. Seek Medical Attention

Even if you feel fine, it’s essential to get a medical evaluation. Some injuries may not be immediately

apparent.

5. Contact a Truck Accident Lawyer

As soon as possible, reach out to a lawyer experienced in handling truck accidents and HOS

violations. They can guide you through the process and help you understand your legal rights.

Compensation for HOS Violation Cases

If you have been injured in a truck accident due to HOS violations, you may be entitled to various

forms of compensation, which could include:

Medical Expenses: Coverage for hospital bills, rehabilitation costs, and ongoing medical care.
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Lost Wages: Compensation for time missed from work due to injuries.

Pain and Suffering: Damages for physical pain, emotional distress, and reduced quality of

life.

Property Damage: Reimbursement for vehicle repairs or replacement.

State-Specific Nuances in HOS Violation Cases

Each state may have unique laws that can affect how HOS violations are treated in the context of

truck accidents. Here are a few examples:

California

California has strict liability laws that may hold trucking companies responsible for their drivers' HOS

violations, even if the driver was acting independently at the time of the accident.

Texas

In Texas, the statute of limitations for personal injury claims is typically two years from the date of the

accident. This means it’s crucial to act quickly if you’re considering legal action.

Florida

Florida follows a no-fault insurance system, which may complicate claims involving truck accidents.

Consulting a lawyer familiar with Florida law is essential.

Conclusion

Understanding Hours of Service violations and their implications can be critical in truck accident

cases. If you or a loved one has been involved in an accident potentially linked to HOS violations,

seeking legal representation from a qualified lawyer is essential. They can help you navigate the

complexities of your case, gather necessary evidence, and ensure that you receive the

compensation you deserve.

Don’t hesitate—take action today to protect your rights and seek the justice you deserve.

About the Author: The FutureStarr Legal Team

With decades of experience in truck accident litigation, our team provides data-driven insights to help

victims navigate their claims and secure the compensation they deserve.
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How to use this guide

This content is educational and helps readers understand common truck-accident claim issues. It is

not legal advice.
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