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Understanding Hours of Service Violations: A Comprehensive Guide to
Legal Representation

Introduction

Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get the
justice you deserve.

Find a Qualified Attorney Now
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Truck accidents often involve complex legal issues, particularly when it comes to compliance with
federal and state regulations governing hours of service (HOS) for commercial drivers. These
regulations are designed to ensure that drivers do not operate their vehicles while fatigued, which
can significantly reduce the risk of accidents. If you've been involved in a truck accident and suspect
an HOS violation, it’s crucial to understand your rights and the legal process ahead of you. This
guide will walk you through what HOS violations are, how they affect truck accidents, and the
importance of hiring an experienced lawyer.

What Are Hours of Service Regulations?

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) establishes hours of service regulations
for commercial truck drivers. These regulations dictate how long a driver can be on the road and the
required rest periods. Understanding these rules is essential, especially in the aftermath of a truck
accident.

Key HOS Regulations

* Maximum Driving Time: A driver may not drive more than 11 hours after 10 consecutive
hours off duty.

 14-Hour Rule: Drivers cannot drive beyond the 14th consecutive hour after coming on duty,
following 10 consecutive hours off duty.

* Rest Breaks: Drivers must take a 30-minute break after 8 cumulative hours of driving.

» Weekly Limits: Drivers cannot exceed 60 hours on duty in 7 days or 70 hours in 8 days.
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How HOS Violations Contribute to Truck Accidents

When drivers violate HOS regulations, they increase the risk of accidents due to fatigue and
decreased alertness. Research shows that driving while drowsy can be as dangerous as driving
under the influence of alcohol. Common signs of driver fatigue include:

» Frequent yawning or blinking
* Difficulty focusing

» Drifting out of lanes

* Slow reaction times

These factors can lead to serious crashes, causing injuries and fatalities. If you believe that an HOS
violation contributed to your accident, it's essential to consult with a legal professional who can help
you navigate the complexities of your case.

Recognizing an HOS Violation

Determining whether an HOS violation occurred can be complicated. Some signs that may indicate a
violation include:

« Inconsistent logbooks that do not match the driver's reports.
» GPS data showing excessive driving hours.
» Eyewitness accounts of driver behavior prior to the accident.

Gathering evidence is crucial. This may include obtaining the driver’s logbook, electronic logging
device (ELD) records, and any available witness statements. A skilled attorney can help you collect
this evidence effectively.

Steps to Take After a Truck Accident

If you are involved in a truck accident, follow these steps to protect your rights:

1. Ensure Safety: Move to a safe location if possible and check for injuries.

2. Call Emergency Services: Report the accident and request medical assistance if needed.

3. Document the Scene: Take photos of the accident scene, vehicle damage, and any visible
injuries.

4. Collect Information: Exchange contact and insurance information with the truck driver and
any witnesses.

5. Do Not Admit Fault: Avoid discussing fault or liability at the scene; let the authorities handle
the investigation.

6. Contact a Lawyer: Speak with a personal injury attorney experienced in truck accidents as
soon as possible.
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The Role of a Lawyer in HOS Violation Cases

Hiring an attorney who specializes in truck accidents and HOS violations can significantly impact the
outcome of your case. Here are several ways a lawyer can assist you:

1. Investigating the Accident
Your attorney will gather evidence, including:

* Driver logs and ELD data

* Accident reports

* Witness statements

» Expert analysis from accident reconstruction specialists

2. Establishing Liability

Proving that an HOS violation contributed to the accident is essential for establishing liability. Your
lawyer will work to demonstrate that the truck driver or their employer failed to adhere to safety
regulations.

3. Negotiating with Insurance Companies

Insurance companies often attempt to minimize payouts. An experienced attorney will negotiate on
your behalf to ensure you receive fair compensation for your injuries, medical expenses, lost wages,
and pain and suffering.

4. Representing You in Court

If your case goes to trial, your lawyer will represent you, presenting evidence and making arguments
to support your claim. Having a legal expert can significantly increase your chances of a favorable
outcome.

State-Specific Nuances in HOS Violations

While HOS regulations are primarily federal, some states have additional rules that may come into
play. Understanding these local laws is essential, as they can affect your case. Here are a few
considerations:

1. State Regulations

Some states impose stricter regulations on driving hours or additional rest requirements. For
example, California has specific laws regarding commercial vehicle operations that may differ from
federal rules.
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2. Comparative Negligence Laws

Different states have varying laws regarding comparative negligence, which can affect how fault is
determined in an accident. In some states, if you are found partially at fault, your compensation may
be reduced accordingly.

3. Statute of Limitations

Each state has a statute of limitations for filing personal injury claims. This timeframe can vary
significantly, so it's essential to act quickly to ensure your rights are protected.

How to Choose the Right Lawyer for Your Case

Finding the right attorney is crucial for the success of your case. Here are some tips to help you
make an informed decision:

1. Experience with Truck Accidents

Look for a lawyer who specializes in truck accident cases and has a proven track record of
successfully handling HOS violation claims.

2. Client Reviews and Testimonials

Research online reviews and testimonials from previous clients to gauge the attorney’s reputation
and effectiveness.

3. Initial Consultation

Many personal injury lawyers offer free initial consultations. Use this opportunity to discuss your
case, ask questions, and assess whether you feel comfortable with the attorney.

Conclusion

Understanding hours of service violations is critical for anyone involved in a truck accident. These
regulations are in place to protect both drivers and the public from the dangers of fatigued driving. If
you suspect an HOS violation contributed to your accident, it's essential to seek legal representation
to navigate the complexities of your case. An experienced attorney can help you gather evidence,
establish liability, and negotiate for fair compensation. Remember, the sooner you act, the better your
chances of securing a favorable outcome.

FutureStarr Legal Team
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About the Author: The FutureStarr Legal Team

With decades of experience in truck accident litigation, our team provides data-driven insights to help
victims navigate their claims and secure the compensation they deserve.
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