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Understanding Hours of Service Violations: A Comprehensive Legal

Guide

In the trucking industry, the safety of drivers and the general public is paramount. One of the key

regulations designed to promote safety is the Hours of Service (HOS) rule. These regulations dictate

how long commercial drivers can operate their vehicles and when they must take breaks. Violations

of these rules can lead to serious accidents, injuries, and legal repercussions. If you've been involved

in an accident involving a truck driver who may have violated HOS regulations, you may need the

assistance of an Hours of Service violation lawyer. This guide will provide you with valuable

information about HOS regulations, the implications of violations, and the steps to take if you find

yourself in this situation.

What Are Hours of Service Regulations?

Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get the

justice you deserve.
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The Hours of Service regulations are federal guidelines set by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Administration (FMCSA) designed to prevent fatigue-related accidents among commercial drivers.

These regulations apply to drivers of large trucks and buses and are critical to ensuring road safety.

Key Components of HOS Regulations

Maximum Driving Hours: Drivers may not drive more than 11 hours after 10 consecutive

hours off duty.

14-Hour Limit: A driver cannot drive beyond the 14th hour after coming on duty, following 10

consecutive hours off duty.

Rest Breaks: Drivers must take a 30-minute break after 8 hours of driving.

Weekly Limits: Drivers may not drive more than 60 hours in 7 consecutive days or 70 hours in

8 consecutive days.
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These regulations are crucial for managing fatigue and ensuring that drivers are alert and capable of

operating their vehicles safely. When a driver violates these regulations, the risk of accidents

increases significantly.

Common Hours of Service Violations

Hours of Service violations can take various forms, each with the potential to compromise safety.

Some common violations include:

Exceeding Driving Hours: Driving beyond the maximum allowed hours.

Failure to Take Required Breaks: Not taking a break after a set driving period.

Logbook Manipulation: Falsifying driving logs to hide violations.

Driving After 14-Hour Limit: Continuing to drive after the 14-hour limit.

Each of these violations can lead to significant legal consequences and increase the likelihood of

accidents.

The Impact of HOS Violations on Accidents

When a truck driver violates HOS regulations, the consequences can be severe. Fatigued drivers are

more likely to make critical errors, such as:

Reduced reaction times

Poor decision-making

Increased likelihood of falling asleep at the wheel

These errors can lead to catastrophic accidents, resulting in serious injuries or fatalities.

Understanding how HOS violations contribute to accidents is crucial for victims seeking justice.

Legal Implications of HOS Violations

When a truck driver is involved in an accident and is found to be in violation of HOS regulations,

several legal implications arise:

Liability and Negligence

In personal injury cases involving truck accidents, establishing liability is key. If a driver violated HOS

regulations, it can be a clear indication of negligence. Victims may have grounds for a lawsuit against

the driver and potentially the trucking company employing them.
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Insurance and Compensation

Trucking companies typically carry substantial insurance policies. If HOS violations are proven,

victims may be entitled to compensation for:

Medical expenses

Lost wages

Pain and suffering

Property damage

However, navigating insurance claims can be complex, especially when dealing with large trucking

companies.

Steps to Take After a Truck Accident

If you are involved in a truck accident that may involve HOS violations, taking the right steps can

significantly impact your case:

1. Seek Medical Attention

Your health and safety should be your top priority. Seek medical attention for any injuries sustained in

the accident, even if they seem minor.

2. Document the Scene

Gather as much information as possible about the accident scene:

Take photos of the vehicles, road conditions, and any visible injuries.

Obtain contact information from witnesses.

Document the time, date, and location of the accident.

3. Report the Accident

Notify the police about the accident and ensure an official report is filed. This report can serve as vital

evidence in your case.

4. Collect Driver Information

Obtain the truck driver's information, including their name, contact details, and the name of their

trucking company. Request their commercial driver's license number and insurance information.
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5. Preserve Evidence of HOS Violations

If you suspect that the driver violated HOS regulations, gather evidence:

Request access to the driver's logbook and electronic logging device (ELD) records.

Document any discrepancies in the driver's account of the events leading up to the accident.

6. Consult with an Hours of Service Violation Lawyer

Engaging a lawyer who specializes in truck accidents and HOS violations is crucial. They can help

you navigate the legal process, gather evidence, and advocate for your rights.

Choosing the Right Hours of Service Violation Lawyer

When selecting a lawyer to handle your case, consider the following factors:

Experience in Truck Accident Cases

Choose a lawyer with experience in handling truck accident cases and familiarity with HOS

regulations. They should understand the complexities involved in these types of accidents.

Track Record of Success

Look for a lawyer with a proven track record of successful settlements or verdicts in similar cases.

Client testimonials and reviews can provide insight into their effectiveness.

Personalized Approach

Find a lawyer who takes the time to understand your unique situation and is committed to providing

personalized legal support. Communication is key in building a strong case.

State-Specific Nuances in HOS Regulations

While HOS regulations are federally mandated, individual states may have additional regulations or

nuances that affect truck drivers and their employers. For instance:

State-Specific Break Requirements: Some states may require longer break periods than the

federal minimum.

Local Ordinances: Certain cities or counties may have additional restrictions on truck traffic

that can impact HOS compliance.

Variations in Enforcement: Some states may have stricter enforcement policies or penalties

for HOS violations.
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Consulting with a lawyer who understands the specific laws in your state is crucial for building a

strong case.

Conclusion

Hours of Service violations pose a significant risk to road safety and can lead to devastating

accidents. If you or a loved one has been involved in an accident with a truck driver who may have

violated HOS regulations, it is essential to take the necessary steps to protect your rights. Consulting

with an experienced Hours of Service violation lawyer can provide you with the guidance and support

you need to navigate the complexities of your case and pursue the compensation you deserve.

Remember, you don’t have to face this challenging situation alone. Reach out for help, gather

evidence, and take action to ensure that justice is served.

About the Author: The FutureStarr Legal Team

With decades of experience in truck accident litigation, our team provides data-driven insights to help

victims navigate their claims and secure the compensation they deserve.
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How to use this guide

This content is educational and helps readers understand common truck-accident claim issues. It is

not legal advice.
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