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Truck accidents can be devastating, especially when they involve vehicles parked on the shoulder of
the road. If you or a loved one has been involved in a collision with a truck that was parked on the
shoulder, understanding your legal rights and options is crucial. This guide will cover everything you
need to know about shoulder parked truck collisions, including how to find the right attorney, what to
expect during the legal process, and actionable steps you can take to protect your interests.
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Understanding Shoulder Parked Truck Collisions
Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get the
justice you deserve.

Find a Qualified Attorney Now
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A shoulder parked truck collision occurs when a vehicle collides with a truck that is parked on the
shoulder of a roadway. These types of accidents can happen for various reasons, including:

* Driver Inattention: Distracted driving can lead to collisions with stationary vehicles.

* Poor Visibility: Bad weather or inadequate lighting can make it difficult for drivers to see
parked trucks.

» Poor Truck Parking: Trucks parked in unsafe locations can pose hazards to other drivers.
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Understanding the circumstances surrounding your accident is crucial for establishing liability and
pursuing compensation. Factors such as road conditions, truck visibility, and driver behavior all play
significant roles in these cases.

Why You Need a Truck Accident Attorney

Truck accidents, particularly those involving shoulder-parked trucks, can be complex due to the
various parties involved, including:

* The truck driver

* The trucking company

* Insurance providers

« Potential third parties (e.g., maintenance companies)

An experienced truck accident attorney can help you navigate this complexity by:

* Investigating the Accident: They will gather evidence, including police reports, witness
statements, and accident scene photos.

» Establishing Liability: Your attorney will determine who is at fault, which can be challenging
in truck accidents.

» Navigating Insurance Claims: They will handle negotiations with insurance companies on
your behalf.

* Representing You in Court: If necessary, your attorney will represent you in court to ensure
you receive fair compensation.

Steps to Take After a Shoulder Parked Truck Collision

If you find yourself involved in a shoulder parked truck collision, there are specific steps you should
take to protect your legal rights:

1. Ensure Safety First

Check for injuries and ensure that you and others are safe. If possible, move your vehicle to a safe
location away from traffic.

2. Call Emergency Services

Report the accident to local authorities. A police report will be essential for your case.
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3. Gather Evidence
Collect as much information as possible, including:

* Photos of the accident scene

« Damage to all vehicles involved

» Road conditions and visibility
 Contact information for witnesses

4. Document Medical Attention

If you or anyone involved sustained injuries, seek medical attention immediately. Keep records of all
medical treatments and expenses.

5. Contact a Truck Accident Attorney

Reach out to an experienced truck accident attorney as soon as possible. They can help you
understand your rights and the steps you need to take next.

Determining Liability in Shoulder Parked Truck Collisions

Establishing liability is one of the most critical aspects of any truck accident case. Several factors can
influence who is found at fault:

1. Truck Driver Negligence

If the truck driver parked in an unsafe location or failed to use warning signals, they may be liable for
the accident.

2. Trucking Company Responsibility

Trucking companies can be held liable if they failed to train their drivers properly or if they
encouraged unsafe practices.

3. Third-Party Liability

In some cases, a third party may be liable, such as a maintenance company responsible for road
conditions.
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Understanding Compensation for Your Injuries

If you are injured in a shoulder parked truck collision, you may be entitled to various forms of
compensation, including:

* Medical Expenses: Compensation for hospital bills, rehabilitation, and ongoing treatment.
» Lost Wages: Reimbursement for income lost due to your injuries.

 Pain and Suffering: Compensation for physical pain and emotional distress.

* Property Damage: Costs associated with repairing or replacing your vehicle.

State-Specific Nuances in Truck Accident Cases

Each state has its own laws and regulations regarding truck accidents, which can affect your case.
Here are a few key considerations:

1. Statute of Limitations

Each state has a statute of limitations that dictates how long you have to file a claim after an
accident. For example:

« California: 2 years from the date of the accident.
» Texas: 2 years from the date of the accident.
* New York: 3 years from the date of the accident.

2. Comparative Negligence

Some states follow a comparative negligence system, where fault is distributed among parties
involved. This can affect the compensation you receive based on your percentage of fault.

3. Insurance Requirements

Different states have different requirements for truck insurance coverage, which can impact claims
processes and potential compensation.

Choosing the Right Truck Accident Attorney

Finding the right attorney is crucial to the success of your case. Consider the following when
searching for a truck accident attorney:

1. Experience with Truck Accident Cases

Look for an attorney who specializes in truck accidents and understands the specific laws and
regulations that apply.
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2. Track Record of Success
Research their history of securing favorable outcomes for clients in similar cases.
3. Client Reviews and Testimonials

Read reviews and testimonials from previous clients to gauge their level of satisfaction with the
attorney's services.

4. Communication Skills
Choose an attorney who communicates clearly and is responsive to your questions and concerns.
5. Contingency Fee Structure

Most personal injury attorneys work on a contingency fee basis, meaning they only get paid if you
win your case. Ensure you understand the fee structure before signing any agreements.

Conclusion

Shoulder parked truck collisions can lead to serious injuries and complicated legal challenges.
Understanding your rights and the steps you need to take after an accident is essential for securing
the compensation you deserve. By following the actionable steps outlined in this guide and seeking
the assistance of a qualified truck accident attorney, you can navigate the legal process with
confidence.

Remember, you don’'t have to face this challenging situation alone. Reach out to an experienced
truck accident attorney today to discuss your case and explore your legal options.

FutureStarr Legal Team
About the Author: The FutureStarr Legal Team

With decades of experience in truck accident litigation, our team provides data-driven insights to help
victims navigate their claims and secure the compensation they deserve.
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How to use this guide

This content is educational and helps readers understand common truck-accident claim issues. It is
not legal advice.
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