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Introduction

Truck accidents often involve complex legal issues, particularly when federal regulations come into

play. Attorneys specializing in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) regulations

possess the expertise necessary to navigate these complexities. This memorandum provides an in-

depth analysis of FMCSA regulations, liability analysis, evidence preservation, damages, and

frequently asked questions concerning truck accident litigation.

Federal Regulations (FMCSA)

The FMCSA is a division of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) that regulates the trucking

industry to ensure safety on the roads. Understanding these regulations is crucial for truck accident

attorneys, as compliance or violation of FMCSA rules often plays a significant role in determining

liability.

FMCSA Regulations Overview

FMCSA regulations encompass a wide range of areas including:

Driver qualifications

Vehicle standards

Hours of service

Maintenance schedules

Drug and alcohol testing

Driver Qualifications

According to FMCSA regulations, drivers must possess a valid Commercial Driver’s License (CDL),

undergo background checks, and comply with medical standards. Failure to meet these qualifications

can result in negligence per se, making it easier to establish liability for accidents involving

unqualified drivers.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Originally published at: https://semitruckaccidentlawyersnearme.com/posts/legal-memorandum-truck-accident-attorney-

specialized-in-fmcsa.html | Page 1



Hours of Service Regulations

The FMCSA imposes strict hours of service (HOS) regulations to prevent driver fatigue. These

regulations dictate the maximum number of hours a driver may operate a commercial vehicle, as well

as the required rest periods. Non-compliance with these regulations can be a significant factor in

liability analysis following a truck accident.

Vehicle Standards and Maintenance

FMCSA mandates specific vehicle maintenance and inspection standards to ensure that trucks are

safe for operation. Attorneys must examine maintenance records and vehicle inspections to

determine if a mechanical failure contributed to the accident.

Drug and Alcohol Testing

FMCSA requires random drug and alcohol testing for commercial drivers. If a driver tests positive for

substances that impair their ability to operate safely, this may significantly impact liability in a truck

accident case.

Liability Analysis

Determining liability in truck accidents can be multifaceted, often involving multiple parties, including

the driver, trucking company, and third-party vendors. A truck accident attorney specializing in

FMCSA regulations can employ various legal theories to establish liability.

Negligence Per Se

Negligence per se is a legal doctrine that allows plaintiffs to prove negligence based on the violation

of a statute or regulation. In truck accident cases, violations of FMCSA regulations can serve as

strong evidence of negligence, simplifying the plaintiff's burden to prove that the defendant's actions

fell below the standard of care.

Vicarious Liability

Under the doctrine of vicarious liability, employers can be held responsible for the negligent actions

of their employees performed within the scope of employment. This is particularly relevant in truck

accident cases, where trucking companies may be liable for their drivers' violations of FMCSA

regulations.
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Third-Party Liability

In some cases, third parties may also be liable for truck accidents. For example, manufacturers of

defective vehicle parts may be held accountable if a mechanical failure caused the accident.

Identifying these parties requires thorough investigation and legal expertise.

Evidence Preservation

Preserving evidence is critical in truck accident cases. Attorneys must ensure that all relevant

evidence is collected and maintained to support their clients' claims effectively.

Types of Evidence to Preserve

Driver's logs and hours of service documentation

Maintenance and inspection records

Dashcam footage and GPS data

Witness statements

Photographs of the accident scene

Importance of Timely Evidence Collection

Time is of the essence when collecting evidence in truck accident cases. Evidence can be altered or

destroyed, and witnesses may be difficult to locate as time passes. Attorneys should act quickly to

gather and preserve all relevant evidence to bolster their clients' cases.

Damages

In truck accident litigation, damages can be categorized into economic and non-economic damages,

each of which must be substantiated with appropriate evidence.

Economic Damages

Economic damages refer to quantifiable losses resulting from the accident, including:

Medical expenses

Lost wages

Property damage

Non-Economic Damages

Non-economic damages address intangible losses such as pain and suffering, emotional distress,

and loss of enjoyment of life. Calculating these damages often requires expert testimony and a

thorough understanding of the client's circumstances.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What should I do immediately after a truck accident?

A1: Ensure your safety, call emergency services, and gather evidence, including photographs of the

scene and witness statements.

Q2: How does FMCSA impact truck accident claims?

A2: FMCSA regulations serve as a standard of care; violations can establish negligence and liability

for accidents.

Q3: Can I sue a trucking company for a driver’s actions?

A3: Yes, under the doctrine of vicarious liability, trucking companies may be held responsible for their

drivers' negligent actions during the course of employment.

Q4: What types of damages can I recover in a truck accident case?

A4: You may recover economic damages (medical expenses, lost wages) and non-economic

damages (pain and suffering, emotional distress).

Q5: How long do I have to file a claim after a truck accident?

A5: The statute of limitations varies by state; however, it typically ranges from one to three years.

Consult an attorney promptly to ensure your rights are protected.
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