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Injured in a Truck Accident?

Don't wait. Find a top-rated truck wreck attorney in your area for a free case evaluation. Get
the justice you deserve.

Find a Qualified Attorney Now
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Establishing Catastrophic Damages

In the aftermath of an 18 wheeler accident, victims often face overwhelming medical expenses, lost
wages, and other financial burdens. Establishing catastrophic damages is crucial for securing a fair
settlement. Catastrophic damages typically include:

» Medical Expenses: This includes emergency room visits, surgeries, rehabilitation, and long-
term care costs.

 Lost Wages: Victims may be unable to work for extended periods, leading to significant lost
income.

* Pain and Suffering: This non-economic damage compensates for physical pain and
emotional distress caused by the accident.

* Loss of Consortium: If the victim is married, their spouse may claim damages for loss of
companionship and support.

» Future Damages: If the injuries are permanent, future medical care and lost earning potential
must be estimated and included in the claim.

To successfully establish these damages, thorough documentation is essential. This includes medical
records, pay stubs, and testimony from healthcare professionals. A skilled attorney will gather and
present this evidence effectively to maximize your claim.
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Proving Trucking Company Negligence

To secure compensation in an 18 wheeler accident case, proving negligence on the part of the
trucking company is paramount. Negligence can take various forms, including:

* Driver Fatigue: Truck drivers are subject to strict hours-of-service regulations. If a driver
exceeds these limits, it may constitute negligence.

» Improper Maintenance: Trucking companies are responsible for ensuring their vehicles are in
safe working order. Failure to perform regular maintenance can lead to accidents.

* Inadequate Training: Companies must ensure their drivers are properly trained. An accident
caused by a lack of training can be grounds for negligence.

» Overloading: Exceeding weight limits can lead to loss of control and increased stopping
distances, making the trucking company liable.

Gathering evidence to demonstrate negligence involves reviewing driver logs, maintenance records,
and any relevant company policies. Eyewitness testimonies and expert opinions can also play a
critical role in establishing liability.

Countering Insurance Company Defenses

Insurance companies often employ various tactics to minimize payouts or deny claims altogether.
Understanding these defenses can help you counter them effectively. Common strategies include:

 Contributory Negligence: Insurers may argue that the victim shares some fault in the
accident. In many states, this can reduce the compensation awarded.

* Disputing Damages: Insurers might challenge the extent of injuries or the necessity of certain
medical treatments to reduce the claim amount.

* Policy Limits: Insurers may attempt to limit their liability by asserting that the damages
exceed the policy limits.

To counter these defenses, it's essential to have a robust legal strategy. An experienced attorney will
gather comprehensive evidence and present a compelling case to ensure your rights are protected
and you receive the compensation you deserve.

Edward Standley

About the Author

Edward Standley is an advocate for accident victims and the founder of this legal resource.
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Legal disclaimer.

How to use this guide

This content is educational and helps readers understand common truck-accident claim issues. It is
not legal advice.
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