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Educational Resource: This guide provides general legal information and does not constitute legal advice.

Understanding Poorly Maintained Truck Accidents

Trucking is an essential part of our economy, but when semi-trucks are not properly maintained, the
risks on the road increase dramatically. Poor maintenance can lead to accidents that cause severe
injuries or fatalities. In McKinney, victims of these accidents often face numerous challenges when
seeking justice. This is where a specialized truck accident lawyer comes into play.

The Importance of Proper Maintenance in Trucking

Trucks are large, heavy vehicles that require regular maintenance to ensure they operate safely. The
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has stringent regulations concerning truck
maintenance. However, some trucking companies cut corners, leading to poorly maintained vehicles
on the road.

« Tire Condition: Worn or improperly inflated tires can lead to blowouts and loss of vehicle
control.

» Brakes: Faulty brakes are one of the leading causes of accidents involving semi-trucks.

* Lighting and Reflectors: Malfunctioning lights can make trucks more difficult to see at night
or in poor weather conditions.

* Engine and Drivetrain: Neglected components can cause mechanical failure, leading to
catastrophic accidents.

Common Causes of Poorly Maintained Truck Accidents

Understanding the causes of poorly maintained truck accidents is crucial for victims seeking legal
recourse. Some common causes include:

* Negligent Inspections: Some trucking companies may skip routine maintenance checks due
to cost-cutting measures.

* Ignored Warnings: Drivers might ignore warning lights or unusual noises in a truck.

* Driver Fatigue: While not directly linked to maintenance, fatigued drivers may overlook
necessary maintenance checks.
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* Improper Repairs: Some repairs may be done inadequately, compromising vehicle safety.

Identifying Poorly Maintained Truck Accidents

Victims must identify whether their accident was caused by poorly maintained trucks. Here are key
indicators:

» Accident Reports: Examine police reports for mentions of mechanical failures.

» Withess Statements: Eyewitnesses can provide insights into the accident's circumstances.

« Investigation of Vehicle Condition: Professional assessment of the truck after an accident
can reveal maintenance failures.

Steps to Take After a Truck Accident

If you have been involved in a truck accident, taking the right steps is critical for your case:
1. Ensure Safety

First, make sure everyone involved is safe. Call emergency services if needed.

2. Gather Evidence

Collect as much information as possible: photographs of the scene, witness contacts, and truck
details.

3. Seek Medical Attention
Your health should be the top priority. Seek medical attention even if you feel fine.
4. Contact a Truck Accident Lawyer

Engaging a specialized lawyer can make a significant difference in your case.

Why Hire a Poorly Maintained Truck Accident Lawyer?
Having an attorney who focuses on truck accidents can help in multiple ways:

» Expertise in Trucking Regulations: They understand the complex laws and regulations
governing the trucking industry.

* Investigative Resources: Access to experts who can investigate the vehicle and
circumstances surrounding the accident.

* Negotiation Skills: Experience in dealing with trucking companies and their insurers can lead
to better settlements.
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» Litigation Experience: Should your case go to court, having an experienced lawyer ensures
you have adequate representation.

Choosing the Right Lawyer in McKinney
When choosing a lawyer, consider the following:

» Experience: Look for a lawyer with a successful track record in truck accident cases.

* Client Testimonials: Reviews and testimonials can provide insight into the lawyer's
effectiveness.

« Initial Consultation: Schedule a meeting to discuss your case and assess their approach.

What to Expect in Your Case

Your attorney will guide you through the following process:

» Case Evaluation: They will analyze the details of your case to determine liability.

* Investigative Phase: Gathering evidence, expert testimony, and building a solid case.

* Settlement Negotiation: An attempt to reach a fair settlement with the involved insurance
companies.

* Trial (if necessary): If negotiations fail, your attorney will prepare for trial and represent your
interests.

Compensation You May Be Entitled To
Victims of truck accidents may be entitled to various forms of compensation, including:

» Medical Expenses: Coverage for current and future medical bills related to the accident.

* Lost Wages: Compensation for time taken off work due to injuries.

« Pain and Suffering: Payments for physical and emotional distress suffered from the accident.
* Property Damage: Reimbursement for repairs or replacement of damaged property.

Legal Time Limits

It's vital to be aware of the statute of limitations for truck accident claims in Texas. Generally, victims
have two years from the date of the accident to file a lawsuit. Failing to file within this timeframe
could result in the loss of your rights to compensation.

Conclusion
Being involved in a poorly maintained truck accident is a traumatic experience, often resulting in

serious injuries and financial burden. Engaging a truck accident lawyer in McKinney who specializes
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in these cases can significantly impact the outcome of your situation. A knowledgeable attorney will
navigate the complexities of your case, helping you secure the compensation you deserve. Don't
hesitate to seek legal guidance and hold negligent parties accountable for their actions.
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