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Educational Resource: This guide provides general legal information and does not constitute legal advice.

Understanding Texas Commercial Motor Vehicle Laws

Texas, being one of the largest states in the U.S., has a vast network of highways and roads
frequented by commercial motor vehicles (CMVs). Understanding the laws that govern these
vehicles is crucial, especially for victims of semi-truck accidents. This comprehensive guide will
provide an in-depth look at Texas commercial motor vehicle laws, focusing on regulations, safety
requirements, and legal rights.

What is a Commercial Motor Vehicle?

A commercial motor vehicle is typically defined as any vehicle used in commerce that has a gross
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,001 pounds or more. In Texas, these vehicles can include:

* Trucks and trailers

* Bus systems

« Delivery vehicles

» Hazardous materials transporters

Texas Statutes and Regulations Governing CMVs

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is the primary regulatory body overseeing
commercial motor vehicles. The Texas Transportation Code outlines several key regulations:

* Driver Licensing: All CMV drivers must have a valid commercial driver’s license (CDL). The
requirements for obtaining a CDL include passing written tests, vision tests, and driving tests.

» Weight Limits: Texas imposes strict weight limits on CMVs to protect road infrastructure and
ensure safety. The maximum weight varies based on the type of vehicle and number of axles.

» Operating Hours: Federal regulations dictate the maximum hours of service (HOS) a CMV
driver may operate within a set timeframe to prevent fatigue-related accidents.

 Vehicle Maintenance: CMVs must undergo regular inspections and maintenance to ensure
they are roadworthy and comply with safety standards.
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Safety Regulations for Commercial Motor Vehicles

Texas enforces various safety regulations to enhance road safety for all users. Understanding these
regulations helps victims of accidents identify potential negligence when considering legal action.

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) Regulations
The FMCSA establishes national safety standards that affect Texas as well. Key regulations include:

* Drug and Alcohol Testing: CMV drivers must comply with stringent drug and alcohol testing
before and during employment.

* Vehicle Standards: CMVs must meet specific mechanical standards to ensure safety,
including brakes, lights, tires, and safety equipment.

» Log Books: Drivers are required to maintain accurate log books that detail their driving hours,
rest periods, and routes taken.

State-Specific Safety Regulations
Besides federal regulations, Texas enforces additional safety measures like:

« Side and Rear Underride Guards: Trucks must be equipped with underride guards to prevent
smaller vehicles from sliding under them during collisions.

* Mandatory Safety Training: Texas requires specific safety training programs for CMV drivers
to ensure awareness and compliance with safety standards.

Legal Rights for Victims of Semi-Truck Accidents

If you've been involved in a semi-truck accident, understanding your legal rights is crucial for
securing compensation.

Common Types of Claims
Victims of semi-truck accidents can pursue various claims, including:

* Personal Injury Claims: If you sustained injuries due to the truck driver's negligence, you can
file a personal injury claim against the driver or trucking company.

» Wrongful Death Claims: If a loved one was killed in a truck accident, you might be eligible to
file a wrongful death claim to recover damages.

* Property Damage Claims: Victims can seek compensation for damage to their vehicle and
personal property caused by the accident.

Originally published at: https://semitruckaccidentlawyersnearme.com/posts/texas-commercial-motor-vehicle-laws-a-
comprehensive-guide.html | Page 2



Proving Negligence

To be successful in a lawsuit after a truck accident, you must establish negligence. This involves
proving:

 The driver owed you a duty of care.
 The driver breached that duty through negligent behavior (e.qg., distracted driving, speeding).
* Your injuries are a direct result of the driver's negligence.

Steps to Take After a Semi-Truck Accident

Immediately following a semi-truck accident, knowing how to proceed can significantly affect your
case. Follow these steps:

* Ensure Safety: First, check for injuries and seek medical assistance if necessary.

* Document the Scene: Take photos, gather witness statements, and record details of the
accident.

» Contact Law Enforcement: File an accident report, as this will be critical for your insurance
claim and legal proceedings.

* Notify Your Insurance: Report the accident to your insurer promptly to ensure coverage.

» Consult a Lawyer: Engage with an experienced attorney specializing in truck accidents to
navigate the complexities of your case.

Choosing the Right Attorney

When selecting a lawyer after a truck accident, consider the following:

» Experience with Truck Accidents: Choose a lawyer familiar with Texas commercial motor
vehicle laws and previous experience with similar cases.

* Reputation: Look for online reviews, testimonials, and any records of successful case
outcomes.

» Communication: Your attorney should prioritize your concerns and maintain open
communication throughout the process.

Conclusion

In Texas, commercial motor vehicle laws are stringent, designed to ensure public safety and hold
negligent parties accountable. If you or a loved one has suffered from a semi-truck accident,
understanding these laws and taking the right legal steps can significantly impact your recovery
process. Do not hesitate to reach out to an experienced attorney to help you navigate your case
effectively.
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