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What To Do If A Trucking Company Is Calling Me

Do not provide any recorded statement without legal advice.

Understanding liability is critical in trucking accident cases.

Collecting evidence promptly can strengthen your case.

Familiarize yourself with federal regulations like FMCSA rules.

Consult a specialized trucking injury attorney as soon as possible.

Introduction

Being contacted by a trucking company, especially after an accident, can be an intimidating

experience. What you say or do in such situations can have significant legal repercussions. It's

essential to understand your rights and obligations thoroughly to safeguard your interests. This guide

provides a comprehensive overview of how to handle such contacts effectively and the legal avenues

available to you. 
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Understanding Liability in Trucking Accidents

Who Could Be Liable?

Trucking accidents are often complex with multiple parties potentially liable. Understanding who is

accountable can significantly impact your case. The parties often involved include: - The truck driver -

The trucking company - Maintenance providers - Cargo loaders - Truck manufacturers Each of these

parties could have played a role in the accident, and determining liability requires a detailed

investigation. 

The Role of FMCSA Regulations

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) establishes regulations to ensure safe

operations of commercial motor vehicles. Key regulations include: - **49 CFR Part 382**: Controlled

substances and alcohol use and testing - **49 CFR Part 392**: Driving of commercial motor vehicles

- **49 CFR Part 396**: Inspection, repair, and maintenance A violation of any of these regulations

can be critical in determining liability. For instance, if a driver exceeded the permissible hours-of-

service outlined in 49 CFR Parts 395, it could be pivotal evidence in your case. 

The Importance of Evidence

Gathering evidence is a central part of building a strong case. Here are key steps to consider: 

Document the Scene

If you are able, document the accident scene thoroughly: - Take photographs of the vehicles, road

conditions, and any traffic signals. - Note witness names and contact information. - Capture

environmental conditions (e.g., weather, visibility). 

Obtain the Police Report

A police report is an official account of the accident and can provide valuable evidence. Ensure you

get a copy and verify all details for accuracy. 

Electronic Logging Devices (ELDs)

Trucks are required to use ELDs to log driver hours. These devices record driving time and help

verify compliance with FMCSA regulations. Obtaining this data is crucial to demonstrate possible

regulatory breaches. 
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Assessing Damages

Damages in trucking accident cases can be substantial and complex due to the severe nature of the

incidents. Types of compensable damages include: 

Economic Damages

These cover tangible losses and include: - Medical expenses - Lost wages - Property damage 

Non-Economic Damages

Intangible losses, such as: - Pain and suffering - Emotional distress 

Punitive Damages

In cases of gross negligence or reckless behavior by the trucking company or driver, punitive

damages can be pursued to punish and deter similar future conduct. 

Legal Steps When Contacted by a Trucking Company

When a trucking company contacts you post-accident, the initial steps you take are crucial: 

Stay Calm and Refrain from Immediate Response

It's natural to feel pressured, but responding without legal counsel can compromise your case. Do

not agree to give any recorded statements or discuss settlement offers until you understand all legal

implications. 

Consult a Trucking Injury Attorney

Engage a seasoned trucking injury attorney to guide you through the process. Their expertise in

navigating federal regulations and handling negotiations is invaluable. 

Frequently Asked Questions

What should I do if I have already spoken to the trucking company?

Notify your attorney immediately. They can manage further communications and attempt to rectify

any issues stemming from previous discussions. 

How long do I have to file a claim?

The statute of limitations varies by state but is generally around two years from the accident date. It

is critical to engage legal counsel promptly to ensure timelines are met. 
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Can I handle the matter without a lawyer?

Technically yes, but it's not advisable. Trucking companies typically have robust legal teams. An

experienced attorney can effectively counter these expert defenses. 

What is the FMCSA, and why is it relevant?

The FMCSA is the regulatory body governing commercial trucks in the U.S. Its regulations are vital in

establishing safety standards. Breaches of these can significantly affect liability. Remember, dealing

with a trucking company post-accident requires a methodical approach to protect your interests.

Legal guidance from a professional with expertise in trucking laws can be one of your strongest

assets in achieving a favorable outcome. 

Legal Disclaimer: The information provided in this article is for educational purposes only and does

not constitute legal advice. Every truck accident case is unique. Contact a qualified attorney for

advice regarding your specific situation. No attorney-client relationship is formed by reading this blog.
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How to use this guide

This content is educational and helps readers understand common truck-accident claim issues. It is

not legal advice.
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