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What to Do If a Trucking Company Is Calling Me

If you've been involved in a truck accident and are receiving calls from a trucking company, it can be
overwhelming and intimidating. Navigating the complex aftermath of a truck accident requires
understanding your rights, knowing what to expect, and recognizing when you need professional
legal help.

» Understand the common causes and types of truck accidents to grasp the situation better.
* Identify potential liable parties, including drivers, carriers, and manufacturers.

* Recognize the significance of evidence and comprehensive investigations.

» Know the factors that determine truck accident settlements and damages.

» Be aware of insurance company tactics and how they may affect your claim.

* A skilled truck accident lawyer can provide essential legal guidance and representation.

Common Causes and Types of Truck Accidents

Truck accidents can have devastating consequences due to the massive size and weight of
commercial vehicles such as 18-wheelers. Understanding the causes and types of these accidents
can help victims identify contributing factors.
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Common Causes

* Driver Fatigue: Long hours on the road, sometimes beyond regulated limits, can lead to
dangerous levels of exhaustion.

« Distracted Driving: Use of mobile devices or other distractions can cause drivers to miss
critical signs of danger.

» Speeding: Often caused by tight delivery schedules, speeding increases the risk of losing
vehicle control.

» Impairment: Alcohol, drugs, or prescription medications can severely impair a driver's
capability.

* Poor Maintenance: Neglected vehicle maintenance can lead to mechanical failures.

Types of Accidents

» Rear-End Collisions: Often occur because trucks can't stop quickly due to their weight.

» Jackknife Accidents: Happen when the trailer swings out and forms an angle with the tractor.
* Rollovers: Trucks can roll over due to sudden maneuvers or road conditions.

* Underride Accidents: Smaller vehicles might slide under the truck's trailer in a collision.

Who Can Be Liable?

Determining liability in a truck accident is complex as multiple parties could be held responsible. It's
crucial to conduct a thorough investigation to pinpoint the liable parties.

Driver
The truck driver could be responsible for operating the vehicle negligently or violating traffic laws.
Trucking Company or Carrier

The employer may be liable if company policies, negligence in hiring practices, or demands
contributed to the accident.

Loading Company
Loading crew might be accountable if improper load securing led to the accident.
Manufacturer

If the vehicle or parts were defective, the manufacturer could be held liable under product liability
laws.
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Evidence and Investigation

Collecting adequate evidence is a critical component of building a strong truck accident case. This
often requires collaboration with experts.

* Driver's Logs: To check for violations of hours-of-service rules (FMCSA 49 CFR Parts 300-
399).

 Black Box Data: Provides crucial information about the truck's speed, braking, and
mechanical systems at the time of the accident.

» Withess Statements: Eyewitness accounts can be invaluable in reconstructing the accident.

» Expert Analysis: Accident reconstruction experts can offer insights into the accident's cause.

Damages and Settlement Value Factors

Understanding the potential damages you can claim and what influences settlement amounts is
essential for managing expectations.

Economic Damages

* Medical Bills: Past and future medical expenses related to the injury.
* Lost Wages: Compensation for income lost due to the inability to work.

Non-Economic Damages

* Pain and Suffering: Compensation for physical pain and emotional distress.
* Loss of Consortium: Damages for the impact on family relationships.

Factors Influencing Settlements

 The severity of injuries and recovery time.
» Degree of negligence or fault.
* Available insurance coverages and policy limits.

Insurance Company Tactics

Insurance companies have teams trained to minimize payouts, making it critical to approach
interactions with them cautiously.

* Quick Settlement Offers: Insurers may offer quick settlements that undervalue your claim to
close the case swiftly.
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* Recorded Statements: They might request recorded statements intending to use your words
against you.

 Delay Tactics: Prolonged claims processing in hopes you'll accept lower settlement offers due
to financial pressure.

How an Experienced Truck Accident Lawyer Can Help

An experienced 18 wheeler accident attorney can be invaluable by protecting your rights and
advocating for fair compensation.

 Legal Expertise: Navigate federal and state regulations effectively.

* Investigation Resources: Access to specialized resources and experts to build a robust case.

* Negotiation Skills: Expertise to negotiate with insurance companies to maximize settlement
offers.

« Trial Experience: If necessary, a lawyer can represent your interests in court.

Frequently Asked Questions
What should I do if I'm contacted by a trucking company after an accident?

Politely decline to provide detailed information and consult with a commercial vehicle injury lawyer to
understand your rights and options before communicating further.

Can | handle a truck accident claim without an attorney?

While it's possible, truck accident cases are complex and defending your interests effectively is
challenging without professional legal assistance.

How long does it typically take to resolve a truck accident lawsuit?

The duration varies based on the complexity of the case, the willingness of parties to settle, and
court schedules. It can range from several months to years.

Will a lawyer guarantee a successful outcome for my case?

No lawyer can guarantee a specific outcome. However, they can significantly improve the likelihood
of a favorable settlement or verdict by providing skilled representation.

Legal Disclaimer: The information provided in this article is for educational purposes only and does
not constitute legal advice. Every truck accident case is unique. Contact a qualified attorney for
advice regarding your specific situation. No attorney-client relationship is formed by reading this blog.
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